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lesson 31

The Sonoran Desert is one of the largest deserts in North America. Its
weather patterns give this vast area a fifth season.

In the first sentence, circle the verb that links the subject of the sentence to
words in the predicate that rename and describe it. In the second sentence,
underline the verb that shows action.

An action verb shows action. It usually tells what the subject of a clause is doing,
will do, or did. An action verb may include one or more helping verbs in addition
to the main verb. A linking verb does not show action. It connects the subject
of a sentence to a word or words that describe or rename the subject. Linking
verbs are usually forms of be. Some common linking verbs are am, is, are, was,
were, been, and will be. The verbs become, seem, appear, and look can also be
used as linking verbs. A linking verb may also include one or more helping verbs
in addition to the main verb.
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Underline each action verb. Circle each linking verb. Be sure to include any helping verbs you find.

1. The Sonor?n Desert1! ne eDhehott~~Jd~~llllN~eri~

2. Se~ons~e Sonoran~ irtdifferentl'tofif1heSea~~~~!!!I~erate c 'Imat~l

3. The am-@untg:rain@ deteAxines the timing and natur€ eac seasOiJJthere.

4 B th s C 11 i-v di bl .s ,Av6'~- b ..•..f_--c..--. ecause e rainrai IS so unpre icta e, not everyone ,agre s n tne num e l! se.:~n

s~ITil
5. The Arizona-Sonora esert Museum officially ~ €/;,iz('s five seasons.

6. Themn:al cVeleb*,ns~~ ,aine..<¥'!!.'~~~~'.1
7. This perIod ~~~ainfill{ J;~h~ves'the extreme heat prrhe previous two months.\

8. ~t also Rro%~es much-needed water' or aeser.:--fill.ts and anim s.1
. S b Lv 1 d .5f:'-ll di IIJ. hter·t e ramy se~~, temperatures ecome coo er an ram at l!111UllS es
S "" prJ .5 AJ10. The fall season li'as begu ; It typically <laststhrough November.

11. The winter m~thsL(Jf-rTeCemDer;-Jai1Uary,and Febr~ trfmostly sunny and mild, although t ey

occasionally b~tg wind, rain, and cold temperatures.

12. Sp?tng (mid-February through April) fel1~res mild temperatures and little rain.
J,;J ~- -. =::l13. IS IS the main flowering season esmall plants, shrubs, and tre~.:I

14. ~''i'iormarye - no riln u-rinu{l;f~[~!immeLaro~g.§:i.!P.Enthr?fMayana-~
6 J..."h hand temperatures are ig .

15. PlaJ(;-?n animals re~1I1 (nsurvival mode(€lurTngthe drought month;

16. The rerrtrn ee~~st~ the cyc~ over; florr andTau~~ilir e !~'thei~d.::serth?~.;]

The World~O~tside
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