Lesson 31

The Sonoran Desert is one of the largest deserts in North America. Its
weather patterns give this vast area a fifth season.

In the first sentence, circle the verb that links the subject of the sentence to
words in the predicate that rename and describe it. In the second sentence,
underline the verb that shows action.

An action verb shows action. It usually tells what the subject of a clause is doing,
will do, or did. An action verb may include one or more helping verbs in addition
to the main verb. A linking verb does not show action. It connects the subject
of a sentence to a word or words that describe or rename the subject. Linking
verbs are usually forms of be. Some common linking verbs are am, is, are, was,
were, been, and will be. The verbs become, seem, appear, and look can also be
used as linking verbs. A linking verb may also include one or more helping verbs
in addition to the main verb.

See Handbook

Part 1

Underline each action verb. Circle each linking verb. Be sure to include any helping verbs you find. fj‘;‘;f X f ,f
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1. The Sonoran Desert is one [of the | hottest and rlest areasg in North Amerrca | ;f Y. 5 5»3
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Seasons[ ““n’“th?Sonoran Desert éﬁe different from the seasons in temperate ¢ chmates

The amGunt pf/amfa J deteﬁnmes the timing and naturé of cach season|there.

Because the rainfallis so unpredictable, not everyone agrees on the numberz of s¢ seasonstm the
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The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum officially recogmzes five seasons.
The annual cycle be%gms Wlth the summer rainy season, from ]uly through early September \

This penod bf heavx ramfallr reheves the extreme heat gf the p "vrous two ‘months.|

ft also pm\;ldes much-needed water E/r desert planrs and ammals .
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(Afrer. the ramy seaéon, tempeértures become cooler and rarnfaﬂ drmrmshes.

10. The fall season has begun, it ¢ typically 1asts through November

11. 'The winter ménths@ber, January, and Februar}q are mostiy sunny and mild, although tgtéy
occasronally brmg wind, rain, and cold temperatures

12. Sprmg (mrd February through April) features mild temperatures and little rain.

13. Thisq is 'the main ﬂowermg season @rimaﬂ plants, shrubs, and trees i}

14.° In. a normgd yearg no raln fails during the foresummer drought months’ of "May and ]une,

and temperatures are hlgh

15. Plarfs’ and animals remain r;urvrval ‘mode during the drought months,\
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16. The reftien of the summer rams tstarts the cycle over; florz and Fauna thrf’” ve m therr desert home
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