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A compound personal pronoun ends in -self or -selves. It usually shows that
the subject of a sentence is doing something to itself. (I poured myself some
milk.) Sometimes it gives emphasis. (He made the meal himself. tin herself grew
the flowers.) Acompound personal pronoun refers back to the subject of the
sentence.The noun or pronoun that a pronoun refers to is its antecedent .
.'1!C Remember to use this information when you speak, too., . tr ,oP.,'nl+7"e. ')
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Circle each compound personal IitOnoun in the sentences below. Draw a box around the antecedennof
each pronoun you circle.
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1. If you lived in ancient Greece, ,you\would know better than to think yo-urselfiabovea god or goddess. ~

2. A young weaver named Arachne, however, was as foolish as she was talented; she openly declared

that the goddess Athena could not weave as well as sheiherself could. I
3. Athena, upon hearing Arachne's words, p~IYedherself away from important business on Mount

Olympus and came to Earth to punish Arachne. ~

4. Athena off~red the girl a chance t61R6\re lierself1md survive-the two would have a weaving contest. R
AJ fj 1 h \",h'f'· .•• . 05. On the fateful day, people came rom al over t e land to squeeze themselves mto the meadow near '\...>

Arachne's home.

See Handbook Section 17e

6. Zeusihimself did not deign to attend the match, but he undoubtedly watched it from above. I-
7. Arachne was sitting at her loom in front of her cottage when "Athen~app~fred through the clouds

and se~d herselflhigh on a nearby hilltop. K-
8. Arachne was the first to weave her tapestry, and so swiftly and deftly did her fingers move that they :L.

themselves_"seemedto be part of the, loom.

9. The crowd m~e iisel6heard as it applauded the beauty of Arachne's work. ~

10. When Athena began weaving, the web in which Arachne h~d trf~ed-herseij became all too clear, ~

11. Athena's tapestry was breathtaking: the goddess used the sky itself"to color her threads . .1-
12. That tapestry foretold how we mortals w~~ld de~oy ourselvegthrough our pride and willfulness. R-.
13. When Athena finished, the p~ple th'!!.wthemselves to the ground in a demonstration of respect, JZ.,

14.

and Arachne knew she had lost.

Rather than end Arachne's life, Athena turned her into a spider.that co~id s~Ynwebs for Itself
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