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“Symbolism of the Latin Cross”
SYMBOLISM OF THE LATIN CROSS
[image: An image of a Latin Cross, a simple cross longer vertically than horizontally, as a Christian Symbol]
What does this Christian symbol mean?
The Latin cross symbolizes the Passion of Christ and the atonement, and is considered the universal symbol for Christianity.


Whenever you envision a “plain” cross, chances are pretty good that you are imagining what’s called a Latin cross.  The Latin cross is one of the oldest forms of the cross, and some believe it was the shape of the actual cross on which Jesus was crucified.


Where can I find this Christian symbol?
Today, we find many variations on the Latin cross in churches and homes everywhere.

Almost all of the Church’s oldest crosses (before the fifth century) are Latin Crosses.  As recently as the 1850’s, Protestants in the United States rejected the Latin cross, claiming it was “too Catholic.”  It took many years for American Protestants to accept this basic form of the cross as a legitimate Christian symbol.
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