


Papal Symbols
http://www.boston-catholic-journal.com/a-primer-to-catholic-symbolism.htm
(article 33)

[image: ]
[bookmark: The_Keys_of_the_Kingdom_]“The Keys of the Kingdom”

     The Keys, permitting the opening and closing of doors, symbolizes the one who possesses authority and dominion over a kingdom.
     In the book of the prophet Isaiah Ch 9, Verse 5-6 we read;
“A Child is born to us, a Son is given us; the royal key is laid upon His shoulder, and His name is proclaimed: “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
And in Isaiah chapter 22 verses 20-24 we read of Eliakim being invested with authority and power, through the bestowing of the key:
“On that day I will summon my servant Eliakim, son of Hilkiah. I will clothe him with your robe, I will strengthen him with your girdle, I will give him your authority, and he will be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the people of Judah. Upon his shoulder I will place the key of the house of David:  what he opens, no one shall shut; what he shuts, no one shall open.”
     The ancient keys were about a yard long, made of wood or metal. On public occasions the steward placed the key on his shoulder, hence to have the key upon one's shoulder meant to be in authority, to have the keeping of something.
     The power of the keys was given to St. Peter by Jesus Christ himself;
“And now I say to you. You are Peter (or, the Rock) and on this rock I will build my Church; and never will the power of death overcome it. I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven, and what you unbind on earth will be unbound in Heaven” (Saint Matthew 16:18-22).
     The power of the keys is the supreme authority vested in the pope as successor of St. Peter. St. Peter is always represented in Christian art with two keys in his hand, they are consequently the insignia of the papacy, and are borne saltire-wise, one of Gold and the other of Silver.
     The supreme Pontiff has the God-given authority to open or close the doors on the Treasury of the Faith and its practice, and to unlock and reveal the truth to us as children of the Church. Ours is to offer loving obedience to the Church, obedience in the fullest sense of the word of listening and putting what we hear into practice.
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